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DOUBLE AGENTS SELLING SECRETS TO FOREIGN GOV-
ernments; defectors runming amok in the streets of
Washington: allies betraying allies ~ these days spies
are out of the shadows and on the spot Yer espionage
sn't what it once was, and at least one Cold War vet
rondly remembers overthrowing unfnendly govern-
ments, planning assasstnations and performing dirty
tnicks. Most of all, reared CLA officer Miles Copeland
{whose brood of rock & roll overachievers includes
oldest son Miles Copeland II1, manager of the Police
and solo Sang: Lan, founder of the music booking agency
FBI; and voungest son Seewart, drummer first for Curved
Aur and later for the Police) yearns for the good old days
when secret agerms kepe therr secress secret — from the
government and especially from the press.

Bom in Birmungham, Alabama, Copeland jotned che
US. Armv in 1940. Assigned o the Counter-Ineelli-
gence Corps (CIC), he mansferred in 1942 w the new
Ofhice of Strategic Sennces (OSS), the first US. se-
cret intelligence agency. After the war, Copeland was

BY ROBERT ERINGER

sraon chief in Damascus, "putung Syria,” as he re-
calls, "on the path w0 democracy by starung a mikicary
dictatorship.” For dhus achievement, he was awarded a
pesidennal citanon. Copeland became a member of
the Central Incelligence Agency when 1t was founded in
1947, he was appownted chief of the agenay's Polincal
Action Staft, the dirrv-tricks department, in 1950
"Nobody.” he savs, “knows more about changing gov-
emmens, by force or otherwise. than me.”

Copeland lefr government service in 1957 o form
his own “private CIA,” which he claims became the
largest private securtty service operating in Africa
and the Middle East. Today the seventy-twotyear-
old Copeland and his wife, Lorraine, a well-known
Brinsh archaeologist, live 1n a stone cortage in the
tranquil hamlet of Aston Rowant, near Oxford, in

England

The White House has given the CIA part of the job of
handiing terrortsm. What do you think they wili do that is
different from what has aiready been done?

You know, you're opening a real can of worms
here. The difference berween the CIA's counterterror-
st experts and dus new kind thar's Been proliferaang aij
over the place s that the CLA has operarors who knon
the terronsts, who've actually talked o a fow. who've
even hved with them, or who, like muselt. have acnuall
feen terronses. We understand che enemy. whie dhese
instant experts who've been advising the White Housc
have never in their lives laid eves on a terrorist. and
they thunk of them as common cnmunals. Maybe che
are, and maybe they aren’t, but where these recent “ex-
perts” are wrong 1s that they assume they are cnmunals
sunply because chey are judging them as though thev
are Amenicans, brought up on American ideas of

what's nght and what's wrong. They are making moral
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judgments chat aren't relevant o the siuaton. Whar
may be effecave in combadng crime is not lkely to be
effecove in dealing with wrongdoers who in thetr own
eves, whecher rightly or wrongly, think they are en-
gaged n some noble cause. The Pentagon wants to kil
them: the CLA wants o win them over

Who's winning?

It’s not a matzer of winning. Just different view.
poine. The president of the Urnited Staces has g0t o
say what is necessary to keep himself in office. We
have a domestic foreign policy and a forergn foreign poli-
cv. The domesac foreign policy. which is the more im.-
pormant one, 1s what he has w do to make the Amen-
can public dunk he's domg the nght dung. Whether
it’s the nghe dung or nor doesn’t marter. The Ameni-
can people have 1o thmk he'’s doing the nght ching be-
cause we have a democratic socery. Now, the Amen-
can people were huighly indignant abour what happened
in Berru {the hyacking of TWA flight 847in June
1985 ]. They wanted o do something. They wanted to
purush che people withour regard to the consequences.
The president had 1o sav dungs o them, make threats.
to show the Amencan people that, by God, we were
downg something. But the professionals inside the gov-
emment were wormed about the consequences of thus.
Because what it takes to please the Amencan people s
not what 1t ckes to piease a lot of people who did not
grow up in the Amencan culaure but grew up in cul-
ares quite dfferent from our own. We've got most of
the world against us at the moment When we drag out
our gunboats. bomb willages and kall a lot of women
and children — a lot more dhan dhe erronises kill — we
tun the world against us. And de Amencan people
don't care. They don't give a damn. But dhose people
whose job it s to look after che interesss of the U.S.
government abroad, they've got w care. They have o
thunk of the consequences of evervthing we do. And
they know the consequences of dragging out the gun-
boars are absolurely the wrong ones. In fact, these are
the consequences the terronsts created acos of rerror-
ism in order to provoke. That's che popose of terror-
1sm, not to kill, maim or destroy. but to temonze, to
frighten, o anger, to provoke irrational responses.
Terronsm gans more from the responses than it gains
{rom the actions chemselves.

S0 how do you Geal with It?

You've got to know who they are. You've got w0
know their reasons for doing 1t And you've got o ma-
nipulate them 1n one way or another We have to
somehow come to grips with the problem. The Lsraels
went in to Lebanon and killed tens of thousands of peo-
ple. They say, "That's exaggeranng, we didn't kall bur
5000 peopie.” Okay, let’s say they killed only 2000
people. which 15 a very modest esamate. But they de-
soyed Lebanon. They then set up groups against each
other, made chaos ten ames worse chan it already was.
Instead of helping the Shiites — the Shuites nelcomed the
Lsraelis in — we, che United Seates, gave a billion dollars

- Conliawes
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to the Israels. One bilion we gave because 1t costs a
lot of monev to destroy someone else’s councry. We
gave peanuts - Red Cross supplies - to the Shutes.
What we should have done 1s gone in dhere and said to
the Shutes: “Look. a lot of injusace has been done.
W'e're gaing o put your orange groves back and pur
vou back commercally. .. "

Is that your answer for potential terrorists? Give them
iots of aid to keep them sweet?

No. Let's get back to the reason these guys are ter-
ronss. Thev're terronsts because their orange groves
have been destroyed and they've got nothing o do
They can't even get to therr farms because the Israelss
have declared them out of bounds and destroyed a lot
of them. Now, the CIA ts to explan all of dus o
our government. (s the main job of the CIA = to
go 1o the White House and explain to che president
that the only reason these terrorists are terrorists is
because of the way they've been treated, and they've
got nodung else w do. In fact, Il tell you quite frankly,
if people came wnto Alabama, my home state, and de-
scroyed my farms and kicked me around and kicked my
children around, I'm going to become a terronst, just
as the French became terrorists under the Germans n
World War II. It's understandable. The CIA under-
swod chis and understood it very well and explained it
to the president. But we had pressures from Congress.
The members of Congress don't give a damn about
forewgn affairs. They grve a damn about dheir next elec-
ton. They have to do what makes them popular
enough with their consatuents to get reelected. And
their consoruency cares about one place in dus world.
and dhar's the Unuted Saates.

You have told me what we shouid have done. What
shouid we do to combat terrorism now that the damage
has been done?

Well. most terronsts in the world are coming down
o rwo categores. The first kand are people such as the
Palesaruans, who've had ~ lsten, I've known this one
family for the past forty vears. The guy has polo. he’s
cappled He has some teenage kids who are ruce kads,
nice family. The Lsrachs showed up at sx o'clock in the
evening and said: "Everybody out! Evervbody out!”
They all got out, and the Israehs razed his house. He
says: "] haven't done a damn thing! I'm just looking at-
ter my orange groves!” They said, "You had a terronst
in your house six months aga.” First place, he said he
hadn'c. and [ believe he was telling the truth. But the
Lsracks had no good reason to believe he wasn't - no
name, no informason at all. Now dus s informanon
chat our embassy reported Thus 1s offical, not some-
dung | heard from the PLO informaoon office. Now
those two tenage Jods swod there and watched dhetr
family bemng desaoyed and their mother kicked down-
scairs when she refused to leave the house. Can you
unagine their nof becommg terronsts? They don't have
an air force or arullery. | had a Shiire ask me: "You
say we shouldn’t use cerronsm. What should we use?”
Well, you shouldn’t use anything, we rmughr say. You
should make peace with Israel. Make peace with Lsra-
el? They've just destroyed my land! I have nothing’
My house is flatened! The whole village s destroved’
Thus 1sn’c jusc the Shuites tallang. Our san embasst
says thus. You know something that very tew peopir
know, and 1 suspect you ought © leave all dus out. bu:
the fact 15, in the Amencan foreign service. there are 2

lot of patros. You've never seen such pamots in vour
life. They all fight for American policy, nght or wrong
Central America, Viemam, wherever, except in the
Middle East The whole career service in the Middic
East spends all 1s ame figheing 1ts own government.
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Anyone who doubts that can use the Freedom of Infor-
manon Act to get the cables, all of them pleading with
OUr own government (o stop this support of lscacl o
that pownc. [ don't mean stop supportng [srael. but scon
d‘c behd\'?ﬁr Ur ISrﬂf‘:, \‘\‘h :! 'S l‘"la.klng (h[’m Fmﬂ{(’d‘

And we are hacking ther st these people thev've
le.KCd Around, ‘.d :AL](‘ [S'JCJL\ g(" ial ;\V"l"v/
Terr

how

© Tou'd tink thevd know mmedﬁmg abou

terre since the heads of their governmens have
been terronsts chemsebves. In fact, Israel wouldn's he
chere if « hadn't been for heir effectve werronss. Bur
thev know nodung about terronsm. A frend of mune in
Mossad [the Lsraeli intelligence agencv] said: “Terror-
1sm s not gong to destroy Lsrael. but our counterter-
ronsm mught, because it costs us a million dollars a da
[t mught dnve us into bankruptav”

50 what's the answer to terorism?

Like I was saving, we have (o find the reason these
people are terronses. The yob of the CIA is to repont
why they are terronsts. Now | said there are two cate-
gones. The first, people who have been deprrved and
been runed The second category s thus: A lot of these
guys have found a way of lfe. Thev're like gunshingers
in the Old West. They drive Mercedes. There are
professional terrorists now. [c's a profitable business
Maybe they were crimuinals ongwally, cnmunally -
chined. but now dhey have polincal moovatons o jusah
themselves. You're not going o find them. Many of
chem are in Pans, and dhe French police don't gre a
damn. The fact 1s dhat we are fighang a "proxy war”
nght now in which Sovier proxies face our proxies. To-
day’s war, berween us and the Sowiess, 15 2 mosaic of
regronal wars. Thc Scmiet policy s one of derual. not o
gan terntory for themselves but o deny i o us. to de-
prive us of the raw martenials from Africa — cobair,
magnesium. chromium - that we have (o have for a
hughly technoiogical socien ike ours.

Are you saying the Soviets are behind terroriam?

No. dhev explont the roubles. Most of the terronsm
in the world wdav the Sovers do not insagate. Thes
may qain kev people 0 go n and sar dungs up, but
that’s as far as chev go The Soviers are delighted when
we draw up a gunboat i the Bewrut harbor. They love
dus. [t makes people hate us The dung we should have
done about the TWA huacking in Betrut was ger the
damn tung over wich nght awav as the CLA advised,

And how would we have done that?
Let the Shutes loose. Forger it We've lost dhus one.
Wouldn't giving In like that encourage more terrorism?

No. What encourages them 1 w0 get all dhac pnime
ame on television. They wanted che publiaity thev got
And they wanted us to look Like jackasses, which thes
succeeded 1n downg, In a war, vou lose bates now and
then. The best dung o do 15 cut your losses and ger
the hell ouc Thev were hoping we'd drag 1t out

You think the media was out of control?

The media 1s always out of conerol. It's not sup-
posed 1o be under conmrol. That's what we have o lbve
with 1n a free sociery. You can't prevent the media
from dotng what 1t wants o do. But you can prevent
the media from getuing the information in che first
place, by having rues for those who have the secres
not to release them o the media.

All dght, how wouid the ruies have worked In Beirut?
How could you have prevenited the madness that ensued?

You know tf a plane lands n Turkey right now. the
minute they establish there are hyackers on 1t vou
know what happens” Nodung. They cut off all com-
municanons. "We want you to release so-and-so.” St-
lence. They just sit there and roc as far as dhe Turks
are concerned. So there’s no news whassoever. It's not

Cortizued
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unethical to give che press false informanon. We do
have a kind of adversary relanionship with che press.
There's nothung we should oy @ do to shut chem up,
but it 1s absolutely permussible to tell the press whatever
is i the wnterests of the Amencan people o have the
press know or tunk. And thev can use 1t anv way they
want to. Theyv can be suspicious, as thev should be. A
good pressman 1s suspicious of what anvone tells him.
How does your vision of the CLA fit Westem democracy?

(Laughter.]

Come on, what are Miles Copeland's principies of de-
mocracy?

Let me tell vou abour democracy. First place. | ce-
member Syna. We decided we were going to bring de-
mocracy to Syma. So we got a @anslator in Arabic, and
we got signs. We were going to have an eiecton. Ths
1s 1946.°47. The signs say, GET OUT AND VOTE FOR
THE CANDIDATE OF YOUR CHOICE. We had people
comung 1n the embassy and saving, "Look. these signs
are no good ~ they don't tell us who the candidate of
our choice 18.” [n the Uruted Staces, f we had crue de-
mocracy, 1t would be a good dung. But mue democracy
1s impossible now because of the fact that the general
population cannot possibly keep themselves well
enough nformed 0 decide on 1ssues except on a very
parochual basis. The average person, the best he can do
1s somethung he’s not allowed © do - that’s to vote for
a man because he's known to be honest and competent
But now a candidate Aas w cell vou what hus issues are
and get elected on chat basis. We have © sell the idea
to the American public chat there are many chings
about foreign policy the Amencan people simply can-
not understand, because foreign policy requures, above
all else, judging people according to their own stan-
dards. The emphasis should be in choosmg people we
ust Where the CIA can work as an insoouoon in 2
democranc govermment is. we have to set up criteria
where nobody can get into the CLA unless he's honest
and pamonc. And | think theyve succeeded ar that
The guys in the CIA are che most strait-laced people
you ever saw.

Who gets your highest merks as CIA director? .

T'd have to name two people, and for woally differ-
ent reasons. | think George Bush was the best. He
came in knowing he didn't know a damn dhung about
the CLA, but he did know how o judge people whase
optruons he could must, and he listened to them.

Who is second?

Drck Helms.

Heims lied to a congressional committee.

Thar’s one of tus fortunate craiss, chat he's willing w
Lie t0 a2 congressional commurtee. Wilham Colby didn't
have the guss to do this. Lacking pamonsm, he did nor
Lie t0 a commurtee.

Walt a minute — lacking patrioism?

Absolutely. Why should he tell a group dungs he
knew would leak to the newspapers® He should have
Lied to them. If he were really a pamonc Amencan, he
wouldn't have thought of telling chem the rruth.

And Heims gets high marks for perjury?

With me and with evervone who has ever been a ca-
reer officer 1n the government. Absolutely You can
Ca” 19 per)ury lr" you Ilkt‘ an ma‘y'bc 1t was, bU[ he
should have been walling 1o go o jail for 1

ft's okay to lle under oath Hf you're in the CIA?

I sad nothing ot the sort [ what vou know means
that telling the ruth s 2ong o damage the naannal in-
terest, 1t 15 vour obbganon.

Who decides the national interest?

Do you want ¢ to gve sow a nard nme or do vou
want an answer”
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Both.

Oay, I'll give vou an answer: The CIA s sec up so
chat it's impossible for a person as an ndvidual to arro-
gate to hunself the night to ke o 2 congressional com.
mitee Or to anvone else. Bur what he can or cannoy say
is clearly specified from the dav he 15 swom 1. He can
Le to people who are not hus bosses. who do nor have
security clearances. Most congressmen do not have se.
cuncy clearances. When Senator Frank Church asked
me somedhing, and he said, “Will vou ke an oath” |
sad, "Senator, I'll ke the cath. and ! wouldn'’t think
of telling you the cruth.” Personally. I like Colby very
much He's a2 verv fine man, but he's Just the wrong
bndofguycobeheadofd\cCIA_He'sagoodguy

You've got to be a bad guy to head the ClA?

You have w be prepared, as 2 good soldier does. A
good soldier could be religious and have read the Bible,
but he’s got o go out and kill people. The CIA has to
have a separate set of morals. In that sense, vou have to
be amoral.

h"mwmmwbyﬁ(”wmﬁ)km
President Nasser of Egypt?

Mypooss,ankWismr.passcdonmmordcrs
chat [ was © "explore the possiblinv” of assassinating
Gamal Nasser. Poor Wz didn'c Lke downg even chat
Bur the order came saight from the White House.
Anthony Eden. who was Britan’s foreign minuster at
d’\edm,bchwcdd\cworldwmddbeahappmphcz
without Nasser m . and the belief grew to enormous
proporuons after the Suez fiasco. The head of Briash
mrelligence. who had a somewhar wry sense of humor,
used w say that f either his boys or ours didn't assassi-
nate Nasser "professionally.” Eden was likeh to do 1t
himself "amareurishly,” and the results would be
“messy.” Eden’s arnnude was "At leas: we should look
neo 1" He said as much o his opposice number n
Washngron, John Foster Dulles, and Dulles discussed
it with President Eisenhower, who said, in effect, “Any-
thing to keep Tony quiet.” The order was passed
down, from the president © the secretary of sate to
the director of the CIA - Foster's brother, Allen - 1o
Frank Wisner to Kermit Roosevelt 0 me. | was 1o visit
Nasser, have coffee with him, say. "That's an incerest-
ing vase you have over there 1n the corner,” and when
heummedhxshezdcolooLmk:d‘rmodmofslq;pmg
2 cyanude pill into hus cup just o see f he would cacch
me at it

Did you do N7

Sort of, and I didn't have to use the “look over
there” mck. Nasser kepe looking the other way out of
sheer boredom ar what [ had w say. Just sittng dchere
with Nasser, rehearsing 1 my mund just how I would
g0 about snealang somedung into his lemonade or cof-
fec,lsawf’owasyitwou]dhavcbeen*d\eomumuy,
dxarmWhenIgo(backfrmndeasscrcxpenmcm,
[ went into the whole queston of assassinanon, from
dnzp}ulosophybehmduuoaﬂd‘zwysofdomgm

Philosophy of assassination?

Very important. All chese post-Watergate liberals
forger that assasstnagon was once a healthy alternacve
to war. There is only one jusaficanon for assassination:
t0 save lives, lows of Ives. One life to save many. Buc as
for a weapon of strategy. that’s a different story.

What i3 the justification?

The ranonalization by which the so-called war of
dirty micks is jusafied 1s chat it takes che place of a real
war 1n which mullions may be killed Grven such 2 Jusg-
fication. anything goes. For example. vou car me-
ames gan pons i the war of dirmy tncks by »ing
expendable person on vour own side and bla
the other. But that kind of nonserse s talves




only 1n mecangs where “conangencie: " are benz con
sdered. In those meeangs. it 1s permussible o sugges:
lirerally anydhung. :

One CIA target was President Patrice Lumumba of the
Congo, in the summer of 1960. . . .

Well. now. I'll tell vou a brief stonv <o dluserzte whac
a great farce chat was. The CLA swaoon chier v the
Congo at the ame. who I knew verv well. was a ven
sober, conservaove fellow who harbored the amtuinion
to get into the State Deparmment Since he was eally a
CIA man, his State Deparament job was oniv z cover -
and at a lower grade than hus CLA job called for. 1o the
disgrace of hus wife. So hus mam worry was nis wife,
who was complairung that she wasn't nvited o parues
and wasn't seated hugh enough above the sak at din-
ners. And he was wondenng how he got this lousy job
in che Congo. One day he was contemplaang the sad-
ness of his lot when a message armved from Washing-
tor It had a code word which means dus s something
you take seriously because dus comes from the White
House. Ordinarily, when you get an order from head-
quarters you never obey it the first dme because vou're
not sure they mean it It mught be some guy teling you
to do something to get humself off the hook. being on
record as having ordered it So you alwavs wair unal
the second time. But if chere's a White House code
word. you'd better take it seriously. The message from
the White House said he was to assassinace Lumumba
- to explore means to terminate wich extreme preju-
dice. He couldn’t believe his eves. The last ching he
wanted to do was assasstnate anvone. excepi perhaps
hus wife! But dhus thing said he had to go kill Lumumba.
and he hadn't che faintest 1dea how to go about ut
Well. then anocher cable came . saning somebody
was coming out from the saenafic secnon. And up
showed thus weird lide Dr. Saangelove npe So not
only does this guy have an order from the Whire
House, he's also got on hand dus creep who was going
to show him how to do it! Well, the stanon chuef just
blew hus top, said, "The hell with dus.” and told Dr
Scrangelove to get the hell out.

What oise did you get up to In the CLA?

Well, I got my foot in the door in the psychopharma-
cological deparument by virne of my incerest n assassi-
nanon. There are two categones: thase which are made
to book like natural deaths and those which serve thew
purpose only if they are known to be assassinanons.
For the first kind, there is a vanety of methods. most of
them involving potson. Somehow you intreduce into
the body of your vicam two separate substances. ar dit-
ferent ames. each of which 1s harmless by wself but
whuch becomes potsonous when muxed wath the other.
You wouldn't believe what those weirdos come up
with! The congressional subcomruttee which went into
this sort of dung gos only the barest glmpse.

What did they miss?

You can kall a man by purang a certain substance
on a lecter you send © hum which gets into hus sys-
tem simply chrough tus holding the lecter in hus fingers.
You can make hum allergic ro almost anything - alco-
hol, aspinn tabless, even coffee or ea ~ chat f he cakes
even a small quanaty of it he will drop over dead. You
can program a pair of dogs — even hus own dogs - ©
savage hum o death upon a gwven signal You can do
any number of unaginable and unimagumnabie things
But you don't have o kill him: vou can just make & fool
out of hum.

For axampie?

You can slp an LSD pill nte

ROBERT ERINGER 15 an Amenican journalist who lves m
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lemonade as he s
abour to make 3 speech or have an elec-
tne fan blow “distress gas” onto hum, or
wou can doctor fus notes so that sumply
by holding them in hus hands he wilj ab-
sorb enough halluctnatory naterials to
make hum dunk he 15 God. One of [In-
donesian president] Sukarno’s best,
most electrifving speeches, 1 under-
stand, was made after one of his assis-
tants, a CLA agent. doctored his shaving
lovon. TRe agent sumply forgor that Su-
karno's wildest ramblings were made
when he was cold sober and that 2 hal-
lucinogen could only make for an im-
provement!

What do you think of today’s CiA?

The organzaton self s great, and
Mr. Casey 1s tops, but the government
won't let it move. and the press is intent
on prevenning anv secret operations it
mught ry to run. As you know, unlike
The New York Times.Victor Marchero
and Philip Agee, my complaint has beer:
that the CIA 1sn't overthrowing enough
ann-Amencan governments Or assassi-
natng enough ann-Amencan leaders,
but I guess I'm gerring old. What's
keeping the agency nacove 15 Congress
and disinformed public opwnion. Wich
modern communicauons being what
thev are. we're supposed to be the best
intormed people 1n hustory, but we're
not We're the most informed, which is
hardlv the same dung.

You seem to take an active interest In
American politics. Do your sons share
your intarest?

[t's my impression my oldest son,
Miles, has actually conmbuted to Re-
publican congressional campaigns, but
I'm not all that sure. That's one area of
my son’s acovines he doesn’t confide in
other members of the family about.
/Laughs] My son Miles - he wants ev-
erythung everybody says about hum these
days to be cleared in advance.

Does Miles have arryone in mind for the
presidency in 19687

I know Miles has his eye on Con-
gressman Jack Kemp [Republican -
New York). | chnk dhat’s hus candidate,
but I don't know. [ Miles Copeland I
denies that he suppors Jack Kemp or
any other Republican or Democratic
candidate for Congress or for the presi-
dency.] He's always planning several
years ahead. Miles is pretry secretive
about tus affairs He should have been
in the CIA ins . Yeah, I'm
“blah blah blah” and he'’s "hush hush.”
I’m not sure he’s thought through all
the implicanons of the power he's got

What do you mean?

The next time you go to a Police
concert - say, one like that in Shea Sa-
A, with 70,000 young munds open to
whatever the Police deaide to put nto
them — vou can answer thart quescon for
yoursel. .

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100290002-0



